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Dr. Jeffrey W. Runge -
Administrator S e
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration :
400 Seventh Street, SW = o

Washington, DC 20590 Q D

Ref 1: A Petition for Rulemaking to Amend FMVSS 208 - Occupant Crash Protection, to
allow the Audio System Seat Belt Safety Device, indicated on attachment 1 to be a
standard feature.

Ref 2. NHTSA approval letter stating that such a device described in Ref. 1 may be installed in
addition to, but not in place of , the warning system required by S7.3. Attachment 2.

Ref 3: Numerous letters of support from government officials that indicate that this petition is
well supported by the public and needed to promote seatbelt use. Attachment 3.

Mr. Warren Howard respectfully petitions NHTSA to amend FMVSS 208, S7.3 to allow for
the installation and standard feature of the Audio System Seat Belt Safety Device listed in Ref. 1.
This will not change, but will be an addition to FMVSS 208 listed below.

FMVSS 208, S7.3 A seat belt assembly provided at the driver's seating position shall be
equipped with a warning system that activates a continuous or intermittent audible signal, not less
than 4 seconds and not more than 8 seconds, and indicates either "Fasten Seat Belts" or a
"Telltale shown in table 2 of FMVSS 101.

The audio system seat belt safety device per Ref. 1 would prevent the radio or sound system of
the vehicle from emitting any sound or power on unless the occupants of all designated seating
positions have their seat belts fastened. Further more, to clarify the device's operability, this audio
system seat belt safety device should be installed in the seat and connected to the audio system of
the vehicle. This system will sense when a person is seating and the audio system will not have
power until the seatbelt for that seated person is engaged. Once the seat belt is engaged, power
will then be applied to the audio system. In addition, this can be installed on all seats within the
same vehicle. This device will not interfere with the audible and visual waming system mentioned
in FMVSS 208, S7.3(a) but will enhance it. This is such a simple and inexpensive device that
carries such an encouragement to wear seat belts.

"Buckle Up For The Future"
Matt 19:26 Mark 9:23 Proverbs 29:18.
"With God...." "If thou believe....." "Vision....."
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Previous correspondance per Ref. 2 indicates that your position on the installation of such a
device, which would disable a vehicle's radio or sound system if occupants are not belted , may be
installed in addition to, but not in place of, the warning system required by S7.3. We are in
agreement that making this device a FMVSS 208 standard feature would be a great
encouragement for people to wear seat belts and save thousands of lives each year. Also we
realize and agree that this is not changing FMVSS 208, but only an addition that will make such a
difference in vehicle safety.

Over the past few years, I corresponded with numerous government officials listed in Ref. 3 on
behalf of the audio system seat belt safety device. The outcome and response was overwhelming
as indicated in attachment 3. This response indicates that the public and government of the
United States are well aware of the lack of seat belt use and support the addition of such a device
to amend FMVSS 208. It all goes back to one issue, the approval of this petition to make it a
standard feature will encourage seat belt use, which will saves lives and also save billions of
dollars in insurance costs. After all, the purpose of FMVSS 208 states "this standard is to reduce
the number of deaths of vehicle occupants, and the severity of injuries".

The sooner we can make this a standard feature, the sooner we can start the encouragement of
seat belt use and saves lives. I appreciate your consideration and time on this matter and will be
eagerly awaiting your approval. If there are any questions, concerns, or you would like to meet
on this matter, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Warren Howard
Audio System Seat Belt Safety Device Inventor

"Buckle Up For The Future"
Matt 19:26 Mark 9:23 Proverbs 29:18
"With God...." "If thou believe....." "Vision....."
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occurs as it is less uncomfortable to use the seat belts
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5 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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APPARATUS FOR ENCOURAGING SEAT BELT
USE

This is a continuation-in-part of application serial
number 07/589,453, filed on Sept. 27, 1990, now aban-
doned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Seat belts are a recognised primary occupant protec-
tion feature for automobiles. They have such a signifi-
cant beneficial impact in reducing the incidence of inju-
ries and death in collisions that their installation has
jong been mandated as an essential item of safety equip-
ment.

It is equally known that the incidence of use of seat
belts falls well below the desirable level of complete use
by all vehicle occupants. Initially, coercive schemes for
forcing seat belt use were imposed. The most famous
such was 2 short lived federal regulation that mandated
interlocking the vehicle engine with a seat belt sensor so
that the vehicle could not be started unless all seat belts
were fastened. An intense consumer reaction to this
regulation led to its cancellation. Coercive schemes still
remain, notably in the existence of State Seat Belt usage
Jaws.

Currently, effort in the area of vehicle occupancy
restraints centers on passive devices which do not re-
quire occupant cooperation for their function. Air bags
are the currently ultimate passive restraint. However,
Air bags are principally useful for protection against
forward collision forces; they provide little protection
against side impacts. Further, a significant proportion of
crash injuries and deaths occur as a result of second
impacts: the vehicle, as a result of the first impact, is
projected into a second, usually more severe second
impact. Air bags provide protection for cnly a short

1
1
1
1
1
1

which leaves the occupant unprotected.
Passive seat belt systems, alone or in conjunction
with Air bags, are the current mandated occupant re-
—Istraim solution. These generally take the form of door

""timc period, often deflating before the second impact,

mounted belts which enclose an occupant as the door is
closed. Unfortunately, current designs only automati-
cally fasten the shoulder harness, and a lap belt must be
manually fastened. Users often do not fasten the lap

1belt, and as a result may be severely injured by the
shoulder harness alone. Also, automatic belts can still be
disconnected completely, and often are.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention pertains to the field of vehicle occu-
pant restraints, particularly to seat belts. .

Seat Belt usage by vehicle occupanis is a complex
function of occupant habits and desires. Most persons
explain their non-use of seat belts as being due to incon-
venience or discomfort. It is typically observed that
persons who use seat belts use them on all occasions,
nd those who do not always use seat belts tend to use

react adversely to coercion; they will not, for instance,
accept vehicles in which seat belt use is required 1o
Operate the vehicle,

The invention here disclosed is a2 combination im-

ally fastened seat belts or with automatic belts to dis-
ourage disconnection, which enhances seat belt use by,
ntially, establishing an perception of slightly greater

5,394,955
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discomfort from non-use than from use. The improve-

ment lies in the interconnection of seat use sensor and

seat belt use sensor to control the vehicles secondary,
passenger convenience functions, notably the radio or
5 stereo or the heating or air conditioning systems.

In simplest form, the seat belt use sensor interlocks
the power to the vehicle's radio and to the heater/air
conditioner control. The vehicle remains functional,
and the user can start and drive as before; only the level

10 of occupant comfort has been decreased.

It is thus an object of the invention to discourage
non-use of seat belts without inducing overt user rejec-
tion of the seat belt system.

It is a further object of the invention 10 increase the
use of seat belts.

It is a further object of the invention 10 inculcate 2
habit of seat belt usage in vehicle occupants.

It is a further object of the invention to induce in-
creased vehicular seat belt usage without inhibiting
essential operational capability of the vehicle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view of a one piece manual seat belt.

FIG. 2 is a view of an automatic seat belt, showing
the separate, manually latched lap belt.

FIG. 3 is a schematic of the occupancy and seat belt
latch sensors.

FIG. 4 is a schematic of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

As is known, passive occupant restrains in American
vehicles follow two basic designs. The first is a fully
35 manual seat belt-shoulder harmess 2 combination in
which a continuous belt 4 is fastened to a vehicle struc-
ture 5 at two points 6, 8 along one side of a seat 16, one
point € above average szated shoulder height and one
point 8 at floor level 14. Some means is provided to
4o adjust the length of the belt, usually in the form of an
inertial locking take up reel (not shown). A seat belt
buckle 10 slides along the belt and engages in a mating,
latching clasp 12, mounted at floor level 14 on the oppo-
site side of the seat 16.

The second is a door mounted automatic belt 20, in
which a shoulder belt 22 is fastened at an upper end 24
to a device moving in a track in the door 26, and at a
iower end 28 to the floor structure 14a¢ at a location
diagonally across the seat 16 from the door 26. The
sp door track mechanism (not shown) is constructed so
that as the door 26 closes, the belt 22 is drawn tight
across the body of the user. A separate manual lap belt
30 must still be fastened by the user to provide complete
protection.

A previous, ultimately publicly rejected seat belt
usage system developed adequate sensors 32, 36, known
to the art, for detecting the presence of an occupant in
the seat and for detecting the laiching of a seat belt
buckle into its clasp. The occupant detection sensor 32
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them less and less frequently. These latter non-users 60 usually comprises a pressure sensitive electrical switch

324 mounted in the base 34 of the scat 16, and activated
by the displacement of the seat under the weight of a
user. The buckle latching sensor 36 also usually com-
prises an electrical switch 36a, mounted in the clasp 12

provement to a seat belt installation, usable with manu- 65 and activated by complete locking insertion of the

buckle 10. Various forms of such switchs exist, known
to the seat belt art, which primarily differ in their me-
chanical detection of full buckle engagement.
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The above sensor mechanisms are understood in the
art and the specific variant chosen will be apparent to
those workers skilled in the art. 1t should be apparent,
however, that since one aspect of my invention is that it
does not create the safety risks of the prior art engine
operation interlocks, that the extreme reliability re-
quired of the prior art sensors is not required of those
sensors in use in my invention, and this may change the
engineering selection of specific sensors to be used.

In my invention, 1 use the sensors 32,36 above de-
scribed as electrical switches 324, 362 to detect the
presence of one of more vehicle occupants, and for each
occupant, the correct latching of the corresponding seat
belt 2,20. Seat occupancy sensor switch 324 is normally
closed, and is opened by the weight of a seat occupant.
Belt laiching sensor switch 364 is normally open, and is
closed by the latching of the belt. Many variations are
possible for this interconnection, all of which are
known or will be readily apparent to those familiar with
automotive sensors, and the depicted instailation is
chosen solely to illustrate the functioning of the inven-
von.

Both electrical switches 324, 36a are preferably con-
nected in parallel, so that the overall sensor circuit 50
for each belt positicn is closed if the seat is not occupied
or, if the seat occupied, only when the belt is fastened:
otherwise the circuit is open.

In turn, the sensor electrical circuit 50 controls means
38 for applying power to one or more occupant comfort
units 40a,b,¢ in the vehicle. The phrase Occupant Com-
fort Units may designate entertainment units 40a, nota-
bly an instzlled radio or stereo; accessory sockets 40b
supplied for optional plug in accessories, such as ciga-
rette lighters; or electrically controlled heating or air
conditioning apparatus 40¢. This list is not exhaustive,
as designers now and in the future will expand the ac-
cessories provided in a car for the user’s enjoyment.
The phrase “Occupant Comfort Unit” as used herein,
however, excludes any electrical system necessary for
the safe operation of the vehicle, and thus lights, signals,
the engine and any operating controls are excluded.

In the invention as described, the power to the chosen
operator comfort units passes through control means
38, as for example a normally open relay, which is con-
trolied by the sensor circuit 50. Only if the sensors 32,36
are closed by all occupied seats 16 having latched seat
belts 2,20 will the relay 38 close, providing power to the
occupant comfort units 40. If one or more seats 16 are
occupied, but the seat belts 2,20 are not fastened, then
the relay 38 will not close, and the occupant comfort
units 40 will be rendered inoperative. It is apparent 10
those skilled in the art that use of a relay for control unit
38 is merely illustrative. Relays remain the most com-
mon such control units known to the inventor, but are
rapidly being replaced by various solid atate power
control devices, which may equally serve for control
means 38. It will also be apparent how the invention
described may be integrated into an overall vehicle
power control system under microprocessor control;
the exact implementation of such a contro} would be so
much affected by other unrelated vehicular systems that
no prototype can be here described.

As a result of all power to the chosen operator com-
fort units passing through control means 38, the inven-
tion is rendered not susceptible to easy user defeat or
disablement. The balanced psychological inducement
imposed by making use of the vehicle less comfortable,
but not impossible, is sustained by making it easier to
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fasten the seat belt than to by pass the comfort unit
disablement or to restore, by alternate action, operation
of the comfort units. For this reason, it is considered
best that any accessory power outlets in the vehicle,
such as the lighter socket 405, be controlled by the
control means 38 1o prevent ready by passing of the
mvention.

It is a critical part of my invention that this circuit
arrangement does not affect operator safety or the abil-
ity of the user to start and safely drive the car. Rather,
it induces a degree of discomfort or psychological an-
noyance from the lack of the occupant comfort items
which balances, in the mind of the user, the discomfort
or psychological resistance to wearing the seat belt. It
appears the this inducement, especially by controlling
the operation of an installed stereo, will have its most
marked effect on young drivers, who are statistically
most in need of proper seat belt habits due to their
greater frequency of accidents.

Further, this balancing of psychological inducements
is below the level of coercive controls, as the invention
does not prevent operation of the vehicle. Thus the

_invention induces in 2 majority of users a habit of seat

belt use on all occasions, without inspiring a strong
counter reaction against the invention. it is felt that use
of the invention will largely avoid the open and wide
spread user attempts to defeal and disconnect the entirc
mechanism, which defeated the earlier unsuccessful
engine interlock.

The invention does not create perfect total use by all
users of seat belts. but then the semiautomatic door
mounted belts of the current art are often found discon-
nected and unused. It will however, by providing a
balanced psychological inducement Jess than coercion
but greater than the countering discomfort of seat belt
use, expand the use of manual seat belts so as to render
conventional manual seat belt systems as or more effec-
tive than automatic belts. ‘

Manual belt are cheapey, and, hzving fewer moving
parts, more reliable than automatic belts. Since use of a
manual belt prevents porpoising of the user in a frontal
crash, manual belts where used are safer than automatic
belts alone, which do not provide a restraining lap belt.
The invention described thus can be seen to both im-
prove safety and reduce costs.

I claim:

1. An apparatus for inducing seat belt usage by occu-
pants of a vehicle comprising:

means, responsive to occupancy of a vehicle seat by

an occupant, for generating a first signal;

means, responsive 1o latching of a seat belt by an

occupant, for generating a second signal;

means comprising:

means responsive to said first and said second signal,

for controlling electrical power to accessible vehi-
cle accessory power outlets and 10 a vehicle heater.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 comprising:

means responsive to said first and said second signal,

for controlling electrical power to accessible vehi-
cle accessory power outlets and 1o a vehicle air
conditioner.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

said means for generating a first signal being a nor-

mally closed electrical switch, switching to an
open condition responsive to the deflection of a
seat under the weight of an occupant;

said means for generating a second signal being 2

normally open electrical switch, switching to a



5
™ closed condition responsive to the latching of a seat

belt; . .
id means for generating a first signal being electri-

cally parallel with said means for generating a sec- 5
ond signal.
" The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising:

id means for generating a first signal being 2 nor-
-]mally closed electrical switch, switching to an g
open condition responsive to the deflection of a

seat under the weight of an occupant;

d means for generating a second signal being a
Bnormally open electrical switch, swn'chmg 10 a g
closed condition responsive to the latching of a seat
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6
said means for generating a first signal bcing electri-
cally parallel with said means for generating a sec-
ond signal.

5. In a vehicle having seats and passive occupant
restraints corresponding to the seats, having sensors
generating signals responsive to occupancy of one or
more seats, having sensors generating signals responsive
to latching of a passive occupant restraint correspond-
ing to an occupied seat, having comrolhng means re-
sponsive to the sensors for inhibiting operation of one or
more vehicle systems, having one or more units of the
group consisting of air heating and air conditioning the
improvement comprising:

said controlling means inhibiting all power to accessi-

ble vehicle accessory power outlets and to at least
one said unit.

L] . s * *
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U.S. Department ! i R
of Transportation APR o 2003 Washington, D.C. 20590

National Highway
Traffic Safety
Administration

Mr. Warren Howard
9340 Halsell Road
Gulfport, MS 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

This responds to your telephone calls asking about the requirements of Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) No. 208, Occupant Crash Protection, as they
relate to a device you have developed. According to your calls, the device would prevent
the radio or sound system of a vehicle from emitting any sound unless the occupants of
all designated seating positions have their seat belts fastened. You ask if the statutes and
regulations administered by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) would prohibit the sale or use of such a device.

By way of background, NHTSA administers a statute requiring that motor
vehicles manufactured for sale in the United States or imported into the United States be
manufactured so as to reduce the likelihood of motor vehicle crashes and of deaths and
injuries when crashes do occur. We refer to that statute as the Vehicle Safety Act. Itis
codified at 49 U.S.C. §30101, et seq.

One of the agency’s functions under the Vehicle Safety Act is to issue and enforce
Federal motor vehicle safety standards (FMVSSs). These standards specify safety
performance requirements for motor vehicles and/or items of motor vehicle equipment.
Manufacturers must certify compliance with all applicable safety standards and
permanently apply a label to each vehicle or item of equipment stating that the vehicle
complies with all applicable FMVSSs.

Requirements for audible and visual warnings for seat belts are established in S7
of FMVSS No. 208. S7.3 specifies that the driver's seating position be equipped with a
seat belt warning system that activates, under specified circumstances, a continuous or
intermittent audible signal for a period of "not less than 4 seconds and not more than 8
seconds.” '

In a letter dated June 7, 2001, to Mr. Bob Archer of Lohgacre Associates, we
indicated that a vehicle manufacturer wishing to provide a voluntary audible signal that
sounds after the 8 second period specified in S7.3 of FMVSS No. 208 may do so, but

=== n

S==Ea DOT AUTO SAFETY HOTLINE

People Saving Peaple 888-DASH-2-DOT
www._tihtsa.dotpov 888-327-4236

400 Seventh Street, S.W.
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must provide some means for differentiating the voluntarily provided signal from the
required signal. We suggested that such differentiation could be provided in various
ways, e.g., by time (the voluntarily provided signal begins well after the required signal
ends) or sound (the voluntarily provided signal has a different sound than the required
signal).

It is our position that a device such as you have described, which would disable a
vehicle’s radio or sound system if occupants are not belted, may be installed in addition
to, but not in place of, the warning system required by S7.3. Such a device may be
offered either as an original equipment option or an aftermarket item, but it must be
configured such that it can be differentiated from the waming system required by S7.3.

You should assure that the installation of your device does not negatively impact
any required safety system. After the first sale of a vehicle, manufacturers, distributors,
dealers, and repair businesses are prohibited from "knowingly making inoperative" any
device or element of design installed on or in that vehicle in compliance with an '
applicable standard. In general, the "make inoperative" prohibition (49 U.S.C. § 30122)
requires businesses that modify motor vehicles to ensure that they do not remove,
disconnect, or degrade the performance of safety equipment installed in compliance with
an applicable standard. Violations of this prohibition are punishable by civil penalties of
up to $5,000 per violation.

In addition, the device you describe would be considered "motor vehicle
equipment” under the vehicle safety act. Therefore, if the device contained a defect
(either in manufacture, design, or performance) that relates to motor vehicle safety, the
manufacturer would be required to conduct a recall campaign to notify owners and to
remedy the defect free of charge.

I hope this information answers your questions. If you have any further questions,
please feel free to contact Otto Matheke of my staff at (202) 366-2992.

Sincerely,
[ N
queline Glas§man
ief Counsel

ce: Greg Smith
Garvey, Smith, Nehrbass & Doody, LLC
Suite 3290
3838 North Causeway Blvd.
Metairie, LA 70002
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TRENT LOTT 245 East CapitoL STREET
MISSISSIPPI SuiTe 226
Jackson, MS 39201

FINANCE
. . 3100 S. PASCAGOULA STREET
COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION aan]tzd %tatzﬁ %Knatﬁ PASCAGOULA, MS 39567
RULES
SUITE 487, RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING #1 GOVERNMENT PLAZA
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2403 Surte 428

GULFPORT, MS 39501

911 JACKSON AVENUE
Suite 127

September 29, 2003 OxFoRD, MS 38655

200 E. WASHINGTON STREET
SuiTe 145
GREENWOOD, MS 38930

Dr. Jeffrey W. Runge

Administrator

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Department of Transportation

400 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Dr. Runge:

Mr. Warren Howard, of Gulfport, Mississippi, has patented an invention to encourage the
use of seat belts. Mr. Howard is attempting to have this device made a mandatory piece of
equipment for vehicles in the future.

I am requesting all due full and fair consideration be given to Mr. Howard’s application.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Trent Lott

TL:bth
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THAD COCHRAN { COMMITTEE ON
NISESSIPPI : AGRICULTURE. NUTRITION.
AND FORESTRY
CHATAMAN

|

e
Aniced States Senate e
WASHINGTON, DT 208102402 COMMITTEE ON

RULES AND
ADMINISTRATION

September 10, 2003

Dr. Jeffrey W. Runge

Administrator o
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
chartmcnt of Transportation

40

Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590
Dear Dr. Runge: ;

It has come to my attention that Mr. Warren Howard, of Gulfport, Mississippi, is
seeking approval from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration so that hi
patented invention may become a standard seatbelt feature.

[ hope that you will give his application full and fair consideration.
AAD COCHRAN
United States Senator

TCmw
Enclosure
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QUEAN SPRINGS. MS 39064
(2o} &2 Tann

August t2, 2003

L_§

E N
. The Honorable Nowman Mincla
Scerctary of Transportation

™ 400 Seventh Surcet, S.W. Suite 10200
B Washington D.C. 20590 .

B ! /”” /,-‘ "
- Dear Sceretary Mineta: -/ LC(-} *)

| am writing you tn order to bring to your attention & patented invention that could

. potentially suve thousands of lives,

Ausched you will {ind a copy Mr, Warren Howard's patent tor a seat belf device
that encourages individuals lo ulilize their seat beats. 1t is a rather cleaver invention that
only allows the use of an aulomobile’s stereo system and heating/cooling system if the
scal belts are in use. The invention senses when a seat is in use and activates the shove
mentioned systems when an inducoment circuit is completed when thie belts are buckled,

Mr. Howard has been in contact with The National Highway Traffic Safety
Admimstration regarding his invention. Mr. Howard would like to make the device 4
mandatory piece of equipment on alt luture motor vehicles. 1 would greatly appreciate it
you could give full and tiir consideration to Mr. Howard's device as appropriate under
the agency’s rules and regulations.

Thank you for your consideration ot our reguest, und { look foeward to hearing
from you in the near tuture.

Sincerely, .~

e

[
- ’ /'v'
INLE

. GENE TAYLOR
0 Member of Congress
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

ONNIE MlSGROVE
GOVERNOR

July 9, 2003

Mr. Warren Howard
9340 Halsell Road
Gulfport, Mississippi 39503

Dear Mr. Howard:

device that would help protect citizens. I am constantly searching for ways to improve the
quality of life and safety of all the citizens of our state. I believe that this invention has
the potential to promote scat belt awareness and safety.

Again, thank you for your effort. If I may be of further assistance please do not
hesitate to contact me.

RM/ith

1 As Governor of the State of Mississippi | appreciate your invention of a seatbelt

e , Stare.me.us
VSON. MISSISSIPTE 39205 ¢ TELEPHONE: (601) 132-3150 » FAX: (6011 3593741 * wwwgOVemarsare !
v 120 o TACKSON. MISHIS )7

[ T
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QGEORGE DALE
Commissloner of Insurance
State Fire Marshal

LEE HARRELL
Deputy Commissioner

June 24, 2003 -

Mr, Warren Howard
9340 Halsell Road
Gulfport, MS 39503

Dear Mr. Howatrd:
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
Mississippi Insurance Department

501 N. West Street

1001 Woollolk Building (39201)
Post Office Box 79

Jackson, Mississippl 39206-0079
(601) 359-3569

http://www.doi state.ms.us

As Commissioner of Insurance, I am very aware of the importance of effective seat belt
safety. It is important that we save the lives of our people who are involved in accidents. Any
effort for inventions of this kind that would accomplish that goal would surely be supported by
this writer and the Mississippi Department of Insurance.

Respectfully, u

George Dale
Commissioner of Insurance

GD/sn
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TN STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
EIERENT OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

' RONNIE MUSGROVE

1 GOVERNOR

October 3, 2000

Warren Howard
0340 Halsell Road
Gulfpori, Mississippi 39503

Dear Mr. Howard:

Thank you for meeting with Governor Musgrove at his very first One-on-One

event to voice your support for seatbelt safety and also to share your ideas along with
your patented invention.

I have forwarded copies of your information to Mr. Wilson Golding of the Umted
States Department of Transportation for further action. You should hear something

within the next two weeks. Please feel free to contact me with your concerns and [ wili
be more than happy to assist you.

Very truly yours,

Michaei Boyd
Policy & Planning Director
Office of the Governor

MB:fdg

' POST OFFICE BOX 139 « JACKSON, MISSISSIPP] 39205 » TELEPHONE: (601) 359-3150 ® FAX: (601) 359-3741 » www.governor.state.ms.us



i1 . COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION

TRENT LOTT ’ 245 EAST CaPITOL STREET
MISSISSIPPI Surre 226
y Jackson, MS 39201
MAJORITY LEADER

FINANCE (lamtm %tﬂtm %mﬂtﬁ 3100 S. PASCAGOULA STREET

PascagouLA, MS 33567

SUITE 487, RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
RULES WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2403

May 23, 2001

#1 GOVERNMENT PLaZA
Sue 428
GULFPORT, MS 39501

' 911 Jackson Avenue
Surre 127
Oxrorp, MS 38655

200 E. WASHINGTON STREET
Surte 145
Mr. Warren Howard

GREENWOOD, MS 38930
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, MS 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

Thaiix you for your letter regarding your seat belt idea. It was gocd to hear from you and
I appreciate your taking the time to write.

Your ideas are very interesting and I agree that we must increase the safety of those in
automobiles. We lose many lives on our highways because of the lack of seatbelt use. Your
ideas and views can lead to ensuring the safety of those while traveling.

Again, thank you for writing. If you find that I can be of assistance in the future, please
do not hesitate to contact my office. With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours, '
Trent Lott '?

TL:mbc
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-Malik Sealy was .=.on wear-

ing his seat belt when he died. -

It’s not a new story, ]
Neither was Kansas (ij

- Chiefs " linebacker Derric

Thomas when he crashed his
car Jan. 23, Thomas was para-
lyzed and later died. One pas-
senger who failed to wear a
belt also died, but a second

- passenger who did buckle up

suffered only minor injuries,

“The seat belt is the most
important piece of safety
equipment in a car,” says Tim
Hurd of the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration,
which estimates that two-
thirds of drivers buckle their
seat belts,

No one knows if elite ath-
letes are less likely to use seat
belts than the rest of us. But
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Bill Beausay, a professor at Ur-

-bana University and former

wzwmama of the Academy of
ports Psychology, says his re-
search suggests” why some
athletes might not wear them.
“High-level athletes score
high on risk-taking," Beausay
says. “Failing to put on your
seat belt obviously — or may-
be not sb obviously — is aform
of risk. Not wearing your seat
belt is more like random risk,a
devil-may-care feeling that
nothing bad will Ewump..
The Professional Footbal
Players Mothers Association
wants to reverse that trend, |t
has a"™Buckle Up for 58" cam-
paign in honor of Thomas,
who wore that number.
Bobby Hurley was not
wearing a seat belt the night

Ly ety e seay

§ Aconstant in athlete

; _

S aC
he nearly died ina

. -1993: It had

with risk-taking or
invincibility,

he says: “ ¢

collision in

nothing to do

feelings of

ink

putting a seat belt on is some-
thing you're conditioned to do.
I grew up not wearing one, so|

wasn't
He
cent lapse, Hurley
Ways wears a belt ¢
“I make sure |

“I have to get the kids

do,”

t conditioned to do jt.*
Is now. Save for one re-

says he al-

hese days,
he says.
in their

€ar seats and I'm on the same

page now.
rushing and

One time | was
I didn't get mine

on. Cameron, my 4-year-old,

told me to put it

on. She's

sharp. She’s smarter than me.”
She is ‘smarter than one-

third of the drivers j

n the USA,

By Erik Brady
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dents: No seat belts

Seat belt mm&

» For every 100 crashes that would
kill you, a seat belt would save you 45
times, studies by the Nationaj High-
way Traffic Safety Administratjon
show, _

» Sixty-eight percent of drivers in
the USA use seat belts, NHTSA sur-
veys show. That's up from about half
the drivers in 1990, 21% in 1985 and
14% in 1983, . .
..m,v;?amnnu:m Pay $14.3 billion a
yearin injury-related costs for people
who don't wear belts, NHTSA says,

> The government's goal is 90%
belt use by 2005. That would prevent
more than 5,500 deaths, the Depart-
ment of Transportation reports,
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STATE CaAPITOL

600 DexTER AVENUE, Room N-104

- OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130
DON SIEGELMAN 334) 242-7

GOVERNOR STATE OF ALABAMA (oo 22710

Fax: (334) 242-0937

April 20, 2001

Mr. Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, Mississippi 39501

Dear Warren:

Thank you for providing me with information about your seat belt invention. 1

am grateful to receive this material and appreciate your taking the time to share it with
me. '

Iam for\jvarding a copy of your correspondence to my policy director, Sabra
Barnett, for her information and review.

I look forward to staying in touch with you and hope you will contact my ofﬁce if
I may be of any assistance.

Thanks, again, and best regards.

I

Sincerely,

Don Siegelman
Governor

”' DS/me/ar

”I cc:  Ms. Sabra Bamnett

- @
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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THOMAS . VILSACK OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

SALLY J. PEDERSON
GOVERNOR

LT. GOVERNOR

April 26, 2001

Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, Mississippi 39501

Dear Warren:

Thank you for taking the time to write us about your invention to save lives. It is very
important to us to hear from lowans. Your opinions matter to us.

We want to make sure all Iowans are informed on issues they are concerned about—so
we appreciate the opportunity to ensure that you get some additional information. We have

worked closely with the Department of Transportation on this issue, and have forwarded your
letter to that department.

Someone from the Department of Transportation will contact you regarding this issue
within a few weeks. In the meantime, we have kept a copy of your correspondence in our files.
If you have any additional questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact our office

again.
Best Regards, .
Thomas J. ¥1ls CM J. Pedgrson O
Govemor Lieutenant Governor
STATE CAPITOL  DES MOINES, I0WA 50319 S15281-5211 FAX $15-281-661 1
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o 4 800 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA 50010 515-239-1111
G FAX: 515-239-1639

% lowa Department of Transportation

May 4, 2001

Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, MS 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

Staf.f in the office of‘ Iowa Governor Thomas J. Vilsack sent me a copy of your
April 7 letter regarding your patented device to encourage safety belt use.

The Towa Department of Transportation (DOT) has supported safety belt use for
many years and worked to make belt use mandatory in Iowa law. Your device
sounds very interesting, and I will share your information with staff in the DOT’s
Motor Vehicle Division.

Thanks for bringing your suggestion to the attention of the Governof’s office and

the DOT.
Sincerely,@’%/
Tz
Mark F. Wandro
Director
MFW et

cc:.  Governor’s Office
Motor Vehicle Division




State of Eﬁuﬁisiana

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

, Baton Rouge
o i M.J. “MIKE” FOSTER, JR. POST OFFICE BOX 94004
. GOVERNOR 70804-3004 (225) 342-7015
May 8, 2001

Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, MS 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

I have received your letter regarding your seat belt invention and thank you for bringing your
concerns to my attention.

: 1 S re from that'ofﬁce shouk be ;.nt
\ agld H g;ytofcontact hatoffice directly, the address is:

James Champagne, Executive Director
Highway Safety Commission
P.O. Box 66336

Baton Rouge, LA 70896

Again. thank you for taking time to write me.

Sincerely,

M.J. "Mike" Foster. Jr.

cs/dmg

c: James Champagne
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JOHN ENGLER

GOVERNOR

Mr. Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Rd.

Gulfport MS 39501
Dear Mr. Howard :

Thank you for taking the time to share your concerns with me. Your
information and opinions help keep me informed on matters that are most
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
LANSING

April 16, 2001

important to the people of Michigan.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding your concerns to Col. Michael D.
Robinson, Director of the Michigan State Police, for his review. Col. Robinson’s
office will contact you if he has any questions or needs further information.

Thank you again for contacting my office.

Sincerely

John Engler

Governor



State of Florida
DEPARTMENT OF
HIGHWAY SAFETY AND MOTOR VEHICLES

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0500

- FRED O. DICKINSON
: ) Executive Director
|

April 25, 2001

Mr. Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, Mississippi 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

Governor Bush received your recent letter and asked us to respond on his behalf
concerning your motor vehicle seat belt invention.

We do believe that your patented system, if installed as original equipment in motor
vehicles, would result in higher safety belt use rates. However, the state of Florida cannot
require motorists to have equipment installed in their vehicles which is not required by federal
standards. As evidenced by the ongoing changes to standardize child safety seat design and

motor vehicle attachment points, federal standards can be changed when new and improved
designs and materials can be shown to improve safety.

.l Therefore, we recommend you pursue your efforts to have your safety belt invention
_ required as standard equipment in motor vehicles through the federal government, at both the
J legislative and executive branches. Obviously, contact with motor vehicle manufacturers could

be of value. Lastly, you might want to consider the possibility of making your invention
available to the public as an “after-market” offering.

Again, thank you for your interest in highway safety and for taking the time to write.

Sincerely,

Fred O. Dickinson
l Executive Director

DIVISIONS/FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL e DRIVER LICENSES @ MOTOR VEHICLES = ADMINISTRATTVE SERVICES
2900 Apalachee Parkway, Neil Kirkman Building, Tallahassee. Florida 32399-0500
http://iwww.hsmv.state.fl.us
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

P
i
"!rrnm SHAHEEN
GOVERNOR
' April 14. 2001

Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport. MS 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

Thank you for contacting my oftice with your letter and ideas for encouraging seat belt
use.

New Hampshire law would need to be amended to realize the changes that you would like
to make. If vou would like to pursue a change in the existing law. 1 encourage you to contact a
New Hampshire representative. As you are aware, the legislature is the branch of government

that is responsible for drafting and introducing legislation, which eventually becomes law for the
state,

Once again, thank you for brining vour ideas to my attention. If my office can be of
assistance to you in the future, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Very truly yours,

Jeanne Shaheen

JS:ds
ml
STATE HOUSE, CONCORD, NH 03301 (603) 271-2121
TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964
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HEADQUARTERS
INDIANA STATE POLICE

INDIANAPOLIS

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
MELVIN J. CARRAWAY

April 24, 2001

Mr. Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, Mississippi 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

Your recent letter to Governor Frank O’Bannon introducing an apparatus to encourage the use of
seatbelts has been referred to me for response.

We agree that the use of seatbelts can saves lives, and in Indiana, it’s the law. It is our objective
to save lives by ensuring that seatbelts are worn. However, we are always seeking ways to

increase our effectiveness. With the help of inventions like yours, the injury and death rates
in crashes could be reduced.

Thank you for sharing your idea with us. Best wishes in your future endeavors.

Sincerely,

s

Melvin J. Carratvay
Superintendent

“MIC:bb

63101

cc: Governor's Office

INTEGRITY .« SERVICE . PROFESSIONALISM



Oregon

John A. Kitzhaber, M.D., Governor

Department of Transportation
Transportation Safety

235 Union Street NE

Salem, OR 97301-1054

Telephone (503) 986-4190

FAX (503) 986-4341

FILE CODE:

May 9, 2001

- Mr. Warren Howard

9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, MS 39501

Dear Mr. Howard,

Governor Kitzhaber asked me to respond to your recent correspondence with his
office. | am the state's safety program coordinator. [ deal with vehicle safety
equipment and laws pertaining to this equipment. Oregon has adopted the
federal motor vehicle safety standards for safety equipment and other equipment
covered by federal equipment standards.

Oregon could not be the approval authority for safety equipment for automobiles
because we have adopted the federal standards. Oregon could not require that
vehicle manufacturers have a device such as yours in their vehicles prior to sale,
unless this device was required by federal motor vehicle safety standards for
new vehicles.

Like the letters you enclosed with your correspondence, we share your concern
for saving lives. Oregon has progressive state laws concerning occupant safety.
We have a primary safety belt law for all ages in all seating positions including
children being required to be in child safety systems until 4 years of age or 40
pounds of weight. There are two bills in the current legislative session that would

‘further protect occupants. One would outlaw passengers in the bed of pickups

and the other would require booster seats for children up to six years old or 60
pounds of weight.

”'m 734-2416 (8-00)
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| suggest you contact the national Department of Transportation, National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, as Michael Boyd of the state of

Mississippi suggesied. The DOT is where this type of device would need to get
approval to be required by vehicle manufactures.

Thank you for sharing this information with us. If you have any further questions,
please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

S N

Stan Porter,‘ Coordinator
Safety Standards Program

Cc: Aravinda Crocker, Governor's Citizens Representative



ComMMoNnwEALTH OF KENTUCKY

OFFiceE oF THE GOVERNOR
PauL E. PaTtTtonN
GOVERNO®R

T7OO CariToL AVENUE
SwTe 100
FRANKFORT, Ky 40601
(S02) S64-261 1
Fax: (502) S64-2517

— o 3/‘*-3 w_}

May 10, 2001

Mr. Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, MS 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

Thank you for your letter regarding your safety belt initiative.

| have forwarded your correspondence to Secretary James C. Codell, 11i of

the Transportation Cabinet and asked that he, or a member of his staff, respond
to you directly regarding this matter.

Again, thank you for writing. If | can be of future assistance, please feel

free to contact me.

Paul E. Patton

.%u-i &—i hllli ‘-—i m; ! U N . g __F

c: Secretafy James C.'Codell,'ill
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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER M/F/D
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Commonwealth of Kentucky

| _ James C. Codel, Transportation Cabinet
| Secretary of Transportation Frankfort, Kentucky 40622

Paul E. Patton
Governor

Clifford C. Linkes, P.E. May 16, 2001
Deputy Secretary

Mr. Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, MS 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

Governor Paul E. Patton has directed the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
to investigate your concern regarding your seat belt invention. We have sent this
information to the appropriate office for review, and we will respond promptly.

We welcome every opportunity to serve you. If we can provide additional
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact our office.

Sincerely,

ﬁgwgwg_:zzz
James C. Codell, II1
Secretary

JCClib
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EDUCATION
AY

KENTUCKY TRANSPORTATION CABINET
“PROVIDE A SAFE, EFFICIENT, ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND, AND FISCALLY RESPONSIBLE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
WHICH PROMOTES ECONOMIC GROWTH AND ENHANCES THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN KENTUCKY!
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER M/F/D”
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. Parris N. Glendeni
Maryland Department of Transportation Govorpor o ening
The Secretary’s Office
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Kathleen Kennedy Townsend
Lt. Governor

John D. Porcari
Secretary

Beveriey K. Swaim-Staley
Deputy Secretary

May 14, 2001

Mr. Warren Howard
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport MS 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Parris N. Glendening regarding your

occupant-protection patent. The Governor received your letter and asked me to respond to ydu
on his behalf.

The issue of occupant protection continues to be one of Maryland’s highest vehicular
transportation priorities, and we agree that all occupants should be properly restrained whenever
a vehicle is in operation. The Maryland Highway Safety Office, located at the State Highway
Administration, is the coordinating agency for the Maryland Occupant Protection Task Force,
which looks at the issues of both adult and child passenger safety. Together, they publicize
Maryland’s primary-enforcement seat-belt law. This proactive legislation, its strong
enforcement Statewide, and a Statewide educational campaign, have elevated Maryland’s seat
belt use rate to 85 percent, one of the highest in the nation.

Our highway safety officials continually examine innovations that have the potential to
improve vehicle safety. And, we certainly can appreciate and support any device that encourages
each occupant to engage his or her seat belt. Considering our climate, however, we do have
some concern as to the safety impacts of your invention, which does not allow the use of the
defrost/heating systems unless the seat belts are actively engaged. Automobile manufacturers
should address this issue to ensure that this feature will not create a vehicle operations problem,
particularly during inclement weather, such as snowy or icy conditions.

On behalf of Governor Glendening and the millions of Maryland motorists, please accept
our gratitude for your obvious support and innovative thinking about highway safety and seat
belt usage. Through the efforts of individuals such as you, we can all help save lives and
improve roadway safety.

My telephone number is 410-865-1000
Tolt Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY For the Deaf: (410) 865-1342
Post Office Box 8755, Baitimore/Washington intermnational Alrport, Maryland 212400755
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Mr. Warren Howard
Page Two

Thank you again for your letter. The Governor appreciates hearing from you, and on his
behalf, I also thank you for your interest in this very important issue. If you need further
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Tom Hicks, Director of Traffic and Safety for
the State Highway Administration at 410-787-5815 or thicks@sha.state. md.us. He will be happy to
assist you.

Sincerely,

D. Porcari
Secretary

cc: Mr. Tom Hicks, Director of Traffic and Safety, State Highway Administration
Mr. Parker F. Williams, Administrator, State Highway Administration
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ToNy KNOWLES
GOVERNOR
governor@gov.state.ak.us

Mr. Warren Howard -
9340 Hasell Road
Gulfport, MS 39501

Dear Mr. Howard:

P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001
(907) 465-3500

STATE OF ALASKA . Fax (907) 465-3532
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR www,gov.state.ak.us
JUNEAU
May 23, 2001

Thank you for your interesting letter. I appreciate you taking the time to share your ideas
on how to increase seatbelt safety. I have shared your ideas with the Department of
Transportation and Public Facilities and the Alaska Science and Technology Foundation,
and strongly encourage you to work with them on developing your idea.

Thank you for writing. Good luck with your invention!

Sincerely,

S 2,

T Knowles
Governor



